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ABSTRACT

The High Level Architecture (HLA) was developed by the U.S DoD, under the guidance
of the Defense Modeling and Simulation Office (DMSO), to provide a common
architecture for distributed modeling and simulation throughout the Department.  The
HLA consist up of three components, the HLA Rules, the HLA Object Model Template
(OMT) and the HLA Interface Specification, that are defined in a family of three
interrelated specifications that should be considered as a product set.  While started in
the U.S. DoD to address the Department’s M&S requirements, the HLA is promulgating
rapidly to the international defense community as well as to the US and international
commercial industry.  In support of this adoption of the HLA, and because the U.S. DoD
is not interest the getting into the standards business, the DMSO nominated the HLA for
IEEE standardization.  In this way the HLA specifications could be made better and
tighter through a consensus process involving the broader M&S community.  This panel
discussion starts by providing a brief background on the decision to nominate the U.S
DoD HLA specifications for adoption as broader industry standards.  That is followed by
a short discussion of the process required for creating the IEEE versions of the HLA
specifications. The discussion then wraps up with a brief overview of the improvements
that have been made in the specifications as a result of this consensus-based process.
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